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COMMISSIONER OF POLICE — RECRUITMENT 
218. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Premier: 
The Premier said that Mr Keelty stepped down because of diary issues and possibly personal reasons. Will he 
now explain the real reason for Mr Keelty stepping down from the important recruitment process for the 
Commissioner of Police, and what caused his diary conflict? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I learnt about this issue, as I recall, on Saturday morning. I spoke to the Public Sector Commissioner in relation 
to these issues and, at a broader level — 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I call the member for Dawesville to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I said to the Public Sector Commissioner, “Do you have any concerns about this process? 
Is there anything about this process that concerns you—evidence of anything that shouldn’t be happening in this 
process?” and he said no. Is the member impugning the integrity of the Public Sector Commissioner? 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis: No, but they don’t call you “Sneakers” for nothing. 
The SPEAKER: Member, you will call the member by his proper title, please. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: If you accept the advice of the Public Sector Commissioner, as I do, and as, evidently, the 
member does, where is the issue? 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Where is the issue? In other words, there is no issue. 
Mr D.C. Nalder: You want it to go away. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Considering what happened to the member for Alfred Cove a couple of years ago, I would 
not be saying things like that. The former Premier sacked him. The former Premier is sitting back behind him. 
He sacked the member for impropriety. 
Mr D.C. Nalder: You lose the argument. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Public Sector Commissioner also advised me that there were diary issues for 
Mr Keelty. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: What were they? 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I will explain to the member. One of the applicants is apparently overseas and was 
unavailable at the originally scheduled time; therefore, another time was scheduled, so that one of the applicants 
could attend the interviews, and Mr Keelty was not available on those dates. Obviously, putting together a time 
that suits four or five interviewers plus a number of applicants, and lining up all the diaries, is clearly an issue. 
That is the issue that I was advised of. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I call the member for Hillarys to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: That is the issue I was advised of, and I have now advised the house of it. 
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